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QUIZ

Bicycle Quiz: Question 1
For the motorists

When a motorist passes a bicyclist,
what is the minimum legal distance
(clearance) to leave between vehicle
and bike?

q AT LEAST 1 foot (from the end of your side mirror)
q AT LEAST 3 feet (from the end of your side mirror)
q AT LEAST 10 feet
q There is no legal minimum distance defined. Use common sense.
Source: Ride Illinois
Bike Safety Quiz

Bicycle Quiz Question 1 (Answer)
3 feet is just a MINIMUM - more is
better. Too close leaves no margin of
error and no room for sudden
maneuvering by bike or vehicle. Also,
be sure to check your inside and
outside mirrors and look over your
shoulder before moving back, to make
sure you're well ahead of the cyclist.

✗ AT LEAST 1 foot (from the end of your side mirror)
✓ AT LEAST 3 feet (from the end of your side mirror)
✗ AT LEAST 10 feet
✗ There is no legal minimum distance defined. Use common sense.
Source: Ride Illinois
Bike Safety Quiz

Bicycle Quiz Question 2
For the motorist

On most roads, like the one shown, the lanes are too narrow for a
vehicle to stay in the lane and pass a bike with at least (the minimum
legal) 3 feet clearance. What should the blue car's driver do here?
q (1) Gently tap on the horn to let the cyclist know you're going to pass, and then
carefully do so, staying in your lane.
q (2) Pass by moving slightly over into the oncoming lane, leaving at least 3 feet
from the cyclist - and trusting that the oncoming vehicle will move to the right
edge of his lane.
q (3) Wait for the oncoming vehicle to pass, then move at least partially over into
the next lane to pass the cyclist by more than 3 feet.
Source: Ride Illinois
Bike Safety Quiz

Bicycle Quiz Question 2 (Answer)

No. 3 is the legal and safe way to pass. Please be patient, if it
takes awhile due to several oncoming vehicles.
✗ (1) Gently tap on the horn to let the cyclist know you're going to pass, and then
carefully do so, staying in your lane.

✗ (2) Pass by moving slightly over into the oncoming lane, leaving at least 3 feet
from the cyclist - and trusting that the oncoming vehicle will move to the right
edge of his lane.

ü (3) Wait for the oncoming vehicle to pass, then move at least partially
over into the next lane to pass the cyclist by more than 3 feet.
Source: Ride Illinois
Bike Safety Quiz

Bicycle Quiz Question 3
For the motorist

Which of the following is the
correct way to turn right at an
intersection, when a bicyclist
is ahead of you?

q (1) Passing the bicyclist near the intersection and then turning right
across his path.
q (2) If there's not enough time to safely pass a cyclist before turning
right, staying behind the cyclist and then turning.

Source: Ride Illinois
Bike Safety Quiz

Bicycle Quiz Question 3 (Answer)
No. 2 is what a motorist is
supposed to do to avoid the
"right hook", which is a
common motorist mistake of
misjudging a cyclist's speed,
passing the cyclist, and then
turning right, in his path,
cutting him off.

✗ (1) Passing the bicyclist near the intersection and then turning right
across his path.

ü (2) If there's not enough time to safely pass a cyclist before
turning right, staying behind the cyclist and then turning.

Source: Ride Illinois
Bike Safety Quiz

Bicycle Quiz Question 4
For the cyclist

A motorist from the left arrives
first at a 4-way stop. You're
approaching the intersection
on your bike. You should:

q Continue riding at the same speed through the intersection, being
ready to stop if the motorist doesn't see you and starts to move.
q Slow down significantly, make eye contact, and proceed defensively
with your hands on the brakes.
q The motorist arrived first, so you should give the motorist the rightof-way. Come to a stop at the stop line, and await your turn.

Source: Ride Illinois
Bike Safety Quiz

Bicycle Quiz Question 4 (Answer)
Correct! You've followed the
laws - and perhaps gained a
little more respect for
bicyclists in general. Also:
sometimes in this situation a
motorist will wave you
through. Consider motioning
back to the motorist to go,
since it is his turn.

✗ Continue riding at the same speed through the intersection, being
ready to stop if the motorist doesn't see you and starts to move.

✗ Slow down significantly, make eye contact, and proceed defensively
with your hands on the brakes.

ü The motorist arrived first, so you should give the motorist the
right-of-way. Come to a stop at the stop line, and await your
turn.
Source: Ride Illinois
Bike Safety Quiz

Bicycle Quiz Question 5
For the cyclist

A group of cyclists comes to a
stop sign. Which is the proper
way to proceed through the
intersection?

q Each group member should make his or her own decisions,
individually stopping at stop signs and deciding when it's safe to go.

q The group may legally act as a single unit - like a funeral procession
- as long as the lead rider follows all applicable laws.

Source: Ride Illinois
Bike Safety Quiz

Bicycle Quiz Question 5 (Answer)

Similarly, each cyclist should
make his own decisions when
merging, turning left, and so
on.

ü Each group member should make his or her own decisions,
individually stopping at stop signs and deciding when it's safe
to go.

✗ The group may legally act as a single unit - like a funeral procession
- as long as the lead rider follows all applicable laws.

Source: Ride Illinois
Bike Safety Quiz

What is the Batavia Bicycle Commission?
The Batavia Bicycle Commission
advocates for bicycling and pedestrian
issues in the City of Batavia.

Created in 2009, the Commission acts as a
resource to the city government and community
at large to foster policies and standards that
promote safe biking and pedestrianism.

What is the Batavia Bicycle Commission?
The Commission is comprised of seven
volunteers from the community who are
appointed by the mayor.
2016 Commission Members:
John Gamble (Chair)
John Burnham
Rick James
Matt Knowles
Amy Moore
PJ Scott
Joanne Spitz

The Bicycle Plan
The City of Batavia Bicycle Plan was approved by the
City Council in 2007. The planning process was guided by a
committee consisting of residents, city staff and an
alderman, and representatives from other relevant
agencies.
The 49-page document contains many detailed suggestions
on how to make Batavia a safer and friendlier place for
bicyclists:
•
•
•
•
•

Friendlier crossings
Bike lanes
Clearer markings and signage
Creating an awareness
program
Building upon the existing Safe
Routes To Schools program.
http://www.cityofbatavia.net/documentcenter/view/33

Bike Routes in Batavia

Great 8 Map

Bicycle Friendly Community
In 2013, the City of Batavia was
designated as a Bike Friendly
Community (Bronze Level) by
the League of American
Bicyclists. At that time, there
were only 6 BFCs in Illinois.
The Bronze Level BFC award
recognizes Batavia's commitment
to improving conditions for
bicycling through:
•
•
•
•

Investment in bicycling
promotion
Education programs
Infrastructure
Pro-bicycling policies

Bicycle Friendly Community
As of Fall 2015, twelve Illinois municipalities are
designated as Bike Friendly Communities
BRONZE
Batavia
Champaign
Elmhurst
Glenview
Naperville

Normal
Oak Park
Schaumburg
Warrenville

SILVER
Chicago
Evanston

GOLD
Urbana

Where does Illinois fall in the
National BFC Rankings?

#14 STATE RANK
12 COMMUNITIES
22 BUSINESSES
2 UNIVERSITIES

Bicycle Friendly Community

”How often can a community add to the
quality of life while at the same time attract
economic development in a manner that is
both efficient and environmentally
responsible? We can't wait to reach
platinum status.”
- Mayor Jeff Schielke

Bicycle Friendly Batavia Business
According to a 2012 survey
conducted by Trails for Illinois,
approximately 90,871 cyclists
ride the Fox River Trail yearly
through the riding season.

The Bicycle Friendly Batavia Business program
was created by the Batavia Bicycle Commission
and Batavia MainStreet to encourage local
businesses to promote bicycling and to increase
awareness of the benefits that cyclists bring to
local business and the community.
You have to consider trail users as customers. Just because I'm
not in my car, doesn't mean I don't have my wallet.
-Steve Buchtel, Executive Director, Trails for Illinois

Bicycle Friendly Batavia Business
$20 Annual fee + Agreement to any 15 of 27 Recommendations
a few of which are listed below:

Business is listed on the BFBB Map & Directory Handout

Bikes for Batavia
The Batavia Bicycle Commission
works with several other groups to
distribute donated bicycles to local
students and families in need.
The Commission works with
CHIP-IN Batavia and BPS
principals and staff to identify
candidate recipients.
Donated bicycles can be dropped off at All Spoked Up,
whose staff inspects, repairs, and fits each bicycle to its
intended recipient.
To date, more than 200 reconditioned bicycles have been
distributed to deserving children and working adults whose
only available transportation to work may be a bicycle.

Upcoming Events
Date

Event

April 19, 21, 24

Bike Skills 101

May 2-6

Elementary School
Bike Education Sessions

May 4

Bike to School Day

May 16-20

Bike to Work Week

June 4

Farmers Market Booth & Bike Corral

June 26

Great 8 Bike Challenge Ride

July 9

Farmers Market Booth & Bike Corral

July 20

Bike and Dine Ride

August 13

Green Fair on the Fox

August 16

Bike Skills 101

August 28

Two Brothers Ride

September 25

Group Ride to City of Chicago
(or Elgin, Dundee, Wheaton, Glen Ellyn… TBD)

More Resources

Ride Illinois is a nonprofit
organization dedicated to
improving bicycling conditions
throughout the state. They are
the advocate for all Illinois
bicyclists, promoting bicycle
access, education, and safety.

rideillinois.org

trailsforillinois.org
Trails for Illinois mission: to enhance the quality of
life in Illinois by connecting the state’s communities
and countryside with an interconnected, multi-use
public trail network, and by promoting the use of
trails for recreation and transportation.

THE LEAGUE
represents bicyclists in
the movement to
create safer roads,
stronger communities,
and a bicycle-friendly
America.

activetrans.org
Based in Chicago, the Active Transportation
Alliance is a non-profit advocacy organization that
works to improve conditions for bicycling, walking
and transit and engage people in healthy and
active ways to get around.

League of American Bicyclists
bikeleague.org
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